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MINNESOTA CONTINUING 
LEGAL EDUCATION

Your Success Is Our Goal

Tuesday, November 17, 2026 – Attend In Person
Minnesota CLE Conference Center
600 Nicollet Mall, Suite 370, Minneapolis

CAN’T ATTEND IN PERSON?  
View an Online Replay on Tuesday, December 1, 2026 or  
Monday, December 14, 2026.

Join an esteemed ensemble of experienced faculty 
for practical guidance on circumstances that can 
turn a routine probate into a difficult one.

TOPICS INCLUDE:

•	 Untangling closely held business interests

•	 Prioritizing claims in insolvent estates

•	 Avoiding or defusing beneficiary battles

•	 Choosing and applying trust funding formulas 
and strategies

•	 Managing estates with international ties

•	 Steering clear of ethical challenges

Take on these issues with confidence and keep 
those challenging estates moving toward resolution!
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Joshua C. Hillger, Course Chair
Best & Flanagan LLP 
Minneapolis

Annali Cler
Robins Kaplan LLP 
Minneapolis

Aram V. Desteian
Bassford Remele PA 
Minneapolis

Jennifer A. Gumbel
Wagner Oehler, LTD. 
Rochester

Andrew T. Howard
Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP 
Minneapolis

Susan J. Markey
Maslon LLP 
Minneapolis

Denise S. Rahne
Robins Kaplan LLP 
Minneapolis

Spencer R. Riegelman
Best & Flanagan LLP 
Minneapolis

Matthew J. Shea
Lathrop GPM LLP 
Minneapolis Smart Strategies for 

Challenging Estates

FACULTY

Probating 
Difficult 
Estate

THE 

COURSE INFORMATION

LIVE IN PERSON
Tuesday, November 17, 2026 
Minnesota CLE Conference Center 
600 Nicollet Mall, Suite 370 
Third Floor City Center, Minneapolis

ONLINE REPLAY
Tuesday, December 1, 2026 
Monday, December 14, 2026 
View online at www.minncle.org 
A moderator will be available to answer 
questions by email.

HOW TO REGISTER
Register online at www.minncle.org. Email 
customerservice@minncle.org or call 
800-759-8840 for assistance.

CREDITS
Minnesota CLE is applying to the Minnesota 
State Board of CLE for 6.0 CLE credits, 
including 1.0 ethics credit. The maximum 
number of total credits attendees may claim 
for this program is 6.0.

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
Minnesota CLE maintains a scholarship 
program for those with a financial need. 
Contact customerservice@minncle.org 
for further details or to obtain an application.

ACCOMMODATION
If you have a disability and need 
an accommodation in order 
to attend this seminar, contact 
Minnesota CLE as soon as possible 
at customerservice@minncle.
org or 800-759-8840.

CANCELLATION POLICY /  
NO-SHOW POLICY
Paid registrants who cancel before 
the seminar will receive a refund. 
Paid registrants who do not cancel 
and are unable to attend will retain 
access to all seminar materials 
through their Minnesota CLE 
website account.

QUESTIONS?
customerservice@minncle.org
www.minncle.org
800-759-8840
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Register online at www.minncle.org
Email customerservice@minncle.org or call 800-759-8840 for assistance.

TUITION:
$295 MSBA member

$295 paralegal

$345 standard rate

SEASON PASSHOLDERS:
•	 Super Passholders may attend the in-person seminar or an online replay at 

no charge. 

•	 In-Person Passholders may attend the in-person seminar at no charge or 
an online replay for 50% off.

•	 Online Passholders may attend the in-person seminar for 50% off or an 
online replay at no charge.

Tuesday, November 17, 2026 – Attend In Person
Minnesota CLE Conference Center 
600 Nicollet Mall, Suite 370, Minneapolis

Can’t attend the live seminar?  
View an online replay Tuesday, December 1, 2026 or  
Monday, December 14, 2026
www.minncle.org

Register today at www.minncle.orgSCHEDULE

NEW LAWYER DISCOUNT!

New lawyers who have been admitted to the bar less than 5 years receive a 50% 
discount.

JOIN THE MSBA AND PAY LESS FOR MINNESOTA CLE SEMINARS!

To join, go to www.mnbar.org 
Or for more membership advantages call 1-800-882-6722.

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

Minnesota CLE maintains a scholarship program for those individuals with a 
financial need. To obtain a scholarship application, contact customerservice@
minncle.org.

8:30 – 9:00 a.m.
CHECK-IN & CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST

9:00 – 9:05 a.m.
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

9:05 – 9:20 a.m.

When Probate Gets Complicated: 
Recognizing the Red Flags
Not every probate follows a predictable 
path. This short overview will set the stage 
for today’s discussion topics.
–	 Joshua C. Hillger

9:20 – 10:20 a.m.

When the Estate Includes a 
Business: Probate Challenges 
with Closely Held Companies
What happens when a decedent leaves 
behind a business? Explore the unique 
challenges of administering estates with 
closely held business interests, including 
valuation, management and control, 
succession planning, and competing 
interests among beneficiaries.
–	 Susan J. Markey
–	 Matthew J. Shea
–	 Joshua C. Hillger, moderator

10:20 – 10:30 a.m.	 BREAK

10:30 – 11:15 a.m.

Funding Formulas and Trust 
Strategies: When the Numbers 
Get Complicated
Trust funding decisions can have significant 
tax and distribution consequences. Examine 
common funding formulas, the challenges 
of allocating assets among trusts, and 
strategies for addressing complications and 
avoiding costly mistakes.
–	 Andrew T. Howard

11:15 – 11:20 a.m.	 BREAK

11:20 a.m. – 12:05 p.m.

When the Estate Can’t Pay: 
Insolvency and Creditor Claims 
in Probate
What happens when an estate has more 
debts than assets? Learn how to evaluate 
and prioritize creditor claims, protect estate 
assets, and avoid common pitfalls that can 
expose personal representatives to liability.
–	 Spencer R. Riegelman

12:05 – 12:20 p.m.
QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

12:20 – 1:00 p.m.	
LUNCH BREAK (on your own)

1:00 – 1:45 p.m.

When Beneficiaries Behave 
Badly: Managing Conflict in 
Probate
Uncooperative, demanding, or feuding 
beneficiaries can derail even the most 
straightforward estate administration. 
Get practical strategies for managing 
expectations and handling disputes while 
keeping the probate process moving 
forward.
–	 Annali Cler
–	 Denise S. Rahne

1:45 – 1:50 p.m.	 BREAK

1:50 – 2:50 p.m.

Probate Across Borders: 
Handling Estates with Foreign 
Ties
Foreign beneficiaries, overseas assets, and 
international connections can introduce 
unexpected complications into estate 
administration. Explore the many issues that 
arise when a probate crosses international 
borders.
–	 Jennifer A. Gumbel

LOOKING FOR FURTHER 
RESOURCES?

Minnesota CLE has got you 
covered:

Minnesota 
Estate 
Administration 
Deskbook

Minnesota 
Trust 
Administration 
Deskbook

Minnesota 
Trust & Estate 
Litigation 
Deskbook

Available in hardcopy or as 
LinkedLaw eDeskbook digital 
subscription.

2:50 – 3:00 p.m.	 BREAK

3:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Ethical Minefields in Probate: 
Recognizing and Resolving 
Difficult Issues
1.0 ethics credit applied for
Probate practice presents unique ethical 
challenges, particularly when family 
conflicts, competing interests, and 
questions about representation arise. 
Examine common ethical dilemmas 
that arise when representing clients in 
probate proceedings.
–	 Aram V. Desteian

4:00 – 4:15 p.m.
QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
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