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MINNESOTA CONTINUING  
LEGAL EDUCATION
Your Success Is Our Goal

The 2026

Nonprofit 
Law 
Conference 

•	 The 2026 Priorities of the Minnesota 
Attorney General’s Office

•	 The State of the Nonprofit Sector in 
Minnesota

•	 IRS Exempt Organizations Update

•	 Advising Nonprofits During Legal 
Uncertainty

•	 Minnesota Regulatory Oversight and 
Fraud Investigations

•	 AI Integration and Data Privacy 
Governance

•	 Tax Exemption Essentials 

•	 Fundraising Fundamentals

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2026 – ATTEND IN PERSON
Minnesota CLE Conference Center  |  Minneapolis

CAN’T ATTEND IN PERSON?  View the online replay Thursday, November 12, 2026

CUTTING-EDGE 
INSIGHT
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ESSENTIAL 
UPDATES
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•	 GREGORY A. LARSON

Lathrop GPM; Minneapolis

•	 HEIDI NEFF
Nilan, Johnson & Lewis, P.A.; Minneapolis

•	 EMMETT D. ROBERTSON
Rubric Legal LLC; Minneapolis

COURSE CO-CHAIRS

	 KARI AANESTAD
Minnesota Council of Nonprofits 
Saint Paul

	 COLLIN R. BALLOU
Margaret A. Cargill Philanthropies 
Eden Prairie

	 MEGAN A. BOWMAN
Fredrikson & Byron P.A. 
Minneapolis

	 SUSIE BROWN
Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation 
Saint Paul

	 SARAH DUNIWAY
Lathrop GPM LLP 
Minneapolis

	 LISA B. ELLINGSON
Winthrop & Weinstine PA 
Minneapolis

•	 MARIE ELLIS
Minnesota Council of Nonprofits 
Saint Paul

•	 ANGELA T. FOGT
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP 
Minneapolis

	 KAREN A. GRIES
Baker Tilly US LLP 
Minneapolis

	 HALLA HENDERSON
Minnesota Council of Nonprofits 
Saint Paul

	 DIERDRE HODGSON
CLA (CliftonLarsonAllen) 
Minneapolis

	 KYLE R. KROLL
Winthrop & Weinstine PA 
Minneapolis

	 NENA M. LENZ
Fredrikson & Byron P.A. 
Minneapolis

	 ERICA H. MACDONALD
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP 
Minneapolis

	 SUSAN J. MARKEY
Maslon LLP 
Minneapolis

•	 MACKENZIE P. MCNAUGHTON
Jones Day 
Minneapolis

	 DEBORAH D. NELSON
Eide Bailly LLP 
Minneapolis

	 ANGELA I. 
THEODOROPOULOS
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP 
Minneapolis

	 CLAIRE H. TOPP
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
Minneapolis

	 CAROL WASHINGTON
Office of the Minnesota  
Attorney General 
Saint Paul



12:55 – 1:55 p.m.
BREAKOUT SESSION A

101	 The 990 as a Public Relations Document
A review of the 990’s importance in informing the public and regulators about the  
activities of nonprofits.  

		  –	 Gregory A. Larson & Deborah D. Nelson

102	 Tax Exemption Essentials – Rules, Compliance and Issue-Spotting for 
Federal and State Exemptions 
Learn about the rules of the road for nonprofit organizations related to federal and state 
tax exemptions.

		  –	 Susan J.  Markey

103	 AI Integration and Data Privacy Governance for Nonprofits
Practical legal guidance on adopting generative AI tools in nonprofit administration, using 
AI to record board meetings, managing donor data privacy under evolving state privacy 
laws, protecting proprietary organizational information, responding to a breach, and more.

		  –	 Megan A. Bowman & Lisa B. Ellingson
		  –	 Kyle R. Kroll (moderator)

1:55 – 2:05 p.m.	 BREAK

2:05 – 3:05 p.m.
BREAKOUT SESSION B 

201	 Governance as a Preventative for Fraud – Practical Advice for  
Ethical Board Service 
1.0 ethics credit applied for 
This session explores how robust governance acts as a primary safeguard against 
organizational fraud, specifically framed through the lens of an attorney’s professional 
ethical duties under the Minnesota Rules of Professional Conduct (MRPC). 

		  –	 Heidi Neff

202	 Fundraising Fundamentals – Common Charitable Solicitation Issues 
This session provides a foundational understanding of charitable solicitation laws and the 
key regulations governing how nonprofits can solicit donations, ensuring compliance and 
protecting both the organization and its donors.

		  –	 Angela I. Theodoropoulos

3:05 – 3:15 p.m.	 BREAK

3:15 – 4:00 p.m.
Minnesota Regulatory Oversight and Fraud Investigations
Minnesota’s nonprofit sector has been the focus of intense scrutiny, including high-profile fraud 
investigations and prosecutions.  This session will focus on the role of the Minnesota Attorney 
General in charitable oversight, important considerations when your nonprofit receives a CID or 
otherwise is under investigation and legal considerations for funders when a grantee or partner 
organization is under investigation.
–	 Collin R. Ballou, Angela T. Fogt, Erica H. MacDonald & Carol Washington

8:30 – 9:00 a.m.	 CHECK-IN & CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST

9:00 – 9:05 a.m.
Welcome & Introduction
–	 Gregory A.  Larson & Heidi Neff, Course Co-Chairs

9:05 – 9:35 a.m.
2026 Trends and Data for Minnesota’s Nonprofit Sector
An overview of key developments in the nonprofit field including numbers, 
legislation, employment trends, compensation, types of nonprofits, areas of 
growth, areas of decline and important public policy initiatives.
–	 Kari Aanestad & Halla Henderson

9:35 – 10:05 a.m.
The Minnesota Attorney General’s Charities Division  
2026 Regulatory Priorities
Get first-hand information on developments in the Charities Division and the 
Division’s regulation and enforcement priorities for 2026.
–	 Assistant Attorney General Carol Washington

10:05 – 10:15 a.m.	 BREAK

10:15 – 11:00 a.m.
IRS Exempt Organizations Update –  
Initiatives and Developments Impacting Nonprofits
An overview and important analysis of the IRS Exempt Organization Division’s 
activities and priorities for 2026.
–	 Karen A. Gries & Mackenzie P. McNaughton

11:00 – 11:45 a.m.
Charitable Fundraising During Emergencies –  
Advising Mutual Aid Groups
This session explores advising grassroots mutual aid groups, contrasting 
traditional top-down 501(c)(3) structures with low-barrier frameworks like 
unincorporated associations and fiscal sponsorships. Gain insights on handling 
complex crowd-funding tax issues, mitigating organizer liability, and aligning 
regulatory compliance with horizontal, community-led governance.
–	 Dierdre Hodgson, Heidi Neff & Claire H. Topp

11:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
LUNCH (provided by Minnesota CLE)

12:00 – 12:45 p.m.
MID-DAY PLENARY
Advising Nonprofits in a Time of Legal Uncertainty
Recent executive orders, legislative and rulemaking proposals, and Department 
of Justice initiatives have called into question longstanding definitions of 
charitable activity and created uncertainty and risk for nonprofits. This panel 
discussion will cover current legal theories challenging nonprofits and provide 
actionable compliance strategies to protect nonprofit funding and status.
–	 Susie Brown, Sarah Duniway & Nena M. Lenz

12:45 – 12:55 p.m.	 BREAK

40% OFF Minnesota CLE’s  
Minnesota Nonprofit Deskbook
New edition April 2026 
This offer is available to both in-person and online replay attendees.  
Instructions on how to receive this bonus benefit will be provided to attendees  
on the day of the course.
Offer good through November 30, 2026.

SPECIAL OFFER FOR ATTENDEES

Sc
he

du
le Register online today at  

www.minncle.org

5350-27  |  abd  |  PAtlp

REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.MINNCLE.ORG
For assistance, call Minnesota CLE at 800-759-8840 or email  
customerservice@minncle.org.

TUITION:
$345 MSBA member rate
$345 paralegal rate
$395 standard rate

SEASON PASSHOLDERS:
•	 Super Passholders may attend the in-person seminar or the 

online replay at no charge. 
•	 In-Person Passholders may attend the in-person seminar at no 

charge or the online replay for 50% off.
•	 Online Passholders may attend the in-person seminar for 50% 

off or the online replay at no charge.

NEW LAWYER DISCOUNT!
New lawyers who have been admitted to the bar less than 5 years 
receive a 50% discount.

JOIN THE MSBA AND PAY LESS FOR MINNESOTA CLE 
SEMINARS!
To join, go to www.mnbar.org 
Or for more membership advantages call 1-800-882-6722.

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
Minnesota CLE maintains a scholarship program for those 
individuals with a financial need. To obtain a scholarship 
application, contact customerservice@minncle.org.

Attend In Person 
Tuesday, October 20, 2026
Minnesota CLE Conference Center 
600 Nicollet Mall, Suite 370, Minneapolis

Can’t attend in person? View the online replay!
Thursday, November 12, 2026
www.minncle.org

LIVE IN PERSON
Tuesday, October 20, 2026 
Minnesota CLE Conference Center 
600 Nicollet Mall, Suite 370 
Third Floor City Center, Minneapolis

ONLINE REPLAY
Thursday, November 12, 2026 
View online at www.minncle.org 
The online replay will include all plenary 
and breakout sessions. A moderator will be 
available to answer questions by e-mail.

COURSE MATERIALS
In-person attendees will receive hard 
copies of any course materials submitted, as 
well as electronic access via their Minnesota 
CLE online account. Online replay 
attendees will receive electronic access to 
all course materials via their Minnesota CLE 
online account.

CREDITS
Minnesota CLE is applying to the Minnesota 
State Board of CLE for 6.0 CLE credits, 
including 1.0 ethics credit for session 
#201. The maximum number of total credits 
attendees may claim is 6.0 credits.

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
Minnesota CLE maintains a scholarship 
program for those with a financial need. 
Contact customerservice@minncle.org for 
further details or to obtain an application.

ACCOMMODATION
If you have a disability and need an 
accommodation in order to attend this 
seminar, contact Minnesota CLE as soon as 
possible at customerservice@minncle.org 
or 800-759-8840.

CANCELLATION POLICY /  
NO-SHOW POLICY
Paid registrants who cancel before 
the seminar will receive a refund. Paid 
registrants who do not cancel and are 
unable to attend will retain access to all 
seminar materials through their Minnesota 
CLE website account. 

QUESTIONS?
customerservice@minncle.org
www.minncle.org
800-759-8840
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