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Attend In Person 
Friday,  
January 30, 2026
Minnesota CLE  
Conference Center 
Minneapolis

Can’t attend in person?
View the online replay on 
Tuesday, February 24, 2026.

MINNESOTA CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION
Your Success Is Our Goal

Minnesota judges and expert 
attorneys provide real world 
examples and practice based 
insight to improve your 
understanding of the rules of 
evidence.
Covering essential evidence topics, 
this seminar will help attorneys better 
understand what judges are looking for 
when you appear in their courtroom.  Learn 
from the experts, including analysis of 
the rules of evidence and examination of 
relevant case law.

All attendees receive a FREE 
Deskbook!
•	 All in-person attendees will receive a 

hard copy of the Minnesota Courtroom 
Evidence Deskbook.

• Online replay attendees will receive a 
1-year subscription to the LinkedLaw 
version of the Minnesota Courtroom 
Evidence Deskbook.

FREE
DESKBOOK!

Courtroom 
Evidence
LEARN FROM THE JUDGES

Learn Evidence From the Experts!

COURSE MATERIALS
All attendees will receive a copy of the Minnesota Courtroom Evidence 
Deskbook 3rd Edition. In-person attendees will receive a hard copy of the 
Deskbook, and online replay attendees will receive a 1-year subscription 
to the LinkedLaw version of the Deskbook. 

Online replay attendees may purchase the hard copy Deskbook for $100. 
Contact Minnesota CLE customer service at 800-759-8840 to order.

LIVE IN PERSON
Friday, January 30, 2026 
Minnesota CLE Conference Center 
600 Nicollet Mall, Suite 370 
Third Floor City Center, Minneapolis

ONLINE REPLAY
Tuesday, February 24, 2026 
View online at www.minncle.org 
A moderator will be available to answer 
questions by e-mail.

CREDITS
Minnesota CLE is applying to the Minnesota 
State Board of CLE for 6.0 standard 
CLE credits. Application also is being 
made to the MSBA for 6.0 civil litigation 
specialist credits. The maximum number 
of total credits attendees may claim is 6.0 
credits.

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
Minnesota CLE maintains a scholarship 
program for those with a financial need. For 
details or to obtain an application, contact 
customerservice@minncle.org.

ACCOMMODATION
If you have a disability and need an 
accommodation in order to attend this 
seminar, contact Minnesota CLE as 
soon as possible at 800-759-8840 or 
customerservice@minncle.org.

CANCELLATION / NO-SHOW 
POLICY
Paid registrants who cancel before 
the seminar will receive a refund. Paid 
registrants who do not cancel and are 
unable to attend will retain access to all 
seminar materials through their Minnesota 
CLE website account.

QUESTIONS?

customerservice@minncle.org 
www.minncle.org
800-759-8840

Attend In Person 
Friday, January 30, 2026
Minnesota CLE Conference Center 
600 Nicollet Mall, Suite 370, Minneapolis

Can’t attend in person? View the online replay on  
Tuesday, February 24, 2026.
www.minncle.org

5291-26  |  mkl  |  PAjre

Register online today at  
www.minncle.org

COURSE  
INFORMATION

REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.MINNCLE.ORG
For assistance, call Minnesota CLE at 800-759-8840 or email  
customerservice@minncle.org.

TUITION:
$395 MSBA member rate

$395 paralegal rate

$445 standard rate

SEASON PASSHOLDERS:
•	 Super Passholders may attend the in-person seminar or an online 

replay at no charge. 

•	 In-Person Passholders may attend the in-person seminar at no 
charge or an online replay for 50% off.

•	 Online Passholders may attend the in-person seminar for 50% off 
or an online replay at no charge.

NEW LAWYER DISCOUNT!

New lawyers who have been admitted to the bar less than  
5 years receive a 50% discount.

JOIN THE MSBA AND PAY LESS FOR MINNESOTA CLE SEMINARS!

To join, go to www.mnbar.org 
Or for more membership advantages call 1-800-882-6722.

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

Minnesota CLE maintains a scholarship program for those individuals 
with a financial need. To obtain a scholarship application, contact 
customerservice@minncle.org.

Courtroom 
Evidence
LEARN FROM THE JUDGES

Already own the Minnesota 
Courtroom Evidence Deskbook? 
Use the code SUB-26EVID to subtract 
$100 from the registration fee and you 
won’t receive the hardcopy Deskbook 
on the day of the in-person seminar.

https://www.minncle.org/seminar/1052912601
https://www.minncle.org/seminar/1052912601
https://www.minncle.org/seminar/1052912601


Minnesota Courtroom Evidence Deskbook, 3rd Edition
Editor: Honorable Edward T. Wahl & Honorable Martin S. Fallon

Now in its third edition, the Minnesota Courtroom Evidence Deskbook 
goes beyond the evidence rules to provide thorough explanation 
and examination of the evidentiary concepts that guide court cases. 
Written by many of Minnesota’s most distinguished civil, criminal, 
and appellate practitioners as well as both federal and Minnesota 
state court judges, this essential Deskbook includes comprehensive 
case law analysis alongside practice-based insights and practice tips 
from the authors. Offering all the advantages of a traditional evidence 
manual – the full text of the Minnesota Rules of Evidence and committee 
comments is paired with the authors’ expert analyses – this book takes 
readers further by offering chapter-length examinations of important 
evidentiary topics involving several rules simultaneously or carrying 
unique significance in Minnesota, including social media evidence, 
circumstantial evidence and the associated standards of review, and the 
different inquiries used to admit expert testimony in both federal and 
Minnesota state courts. An exhaustive treatment of evidence in both 
criminal and civil matters, the Minnesota Courtroom Evidence Deskbook 
belongs on the desk of every Minnesota attorney seeking to have 
evidence admitted at trial and/or reviewed at the appellate level.

THE DESKBOOK

CHAPTER 1

Scope, Purpose, and Rulings 
on Evidence – Minnesota 
Rules of Evidence 101–106
–	 Hon. Diane B. Bratvold

CHAPTER 2

Judicial Notice and 
Presumptions – Minnesota 
Rules of Evidence 201 and 301
–	 Scott M. Rusert

CHAPTER 3

Relevance and Exclusionary 
Rule – Minnesota Rules of 
Evidence 401–403
–	 Joshua R. Larson

CHAPTER 4

Relevancy of Character 
Evidence and Other Rules 
for Specialized Relevancy – 
Minnesota Rules of Evidence 
404–412
–	 Hon. Martin S. Fallon

CHAPTER 5

Privilege – Minnesota Rules of 
Evidence 501 and 502
–	 Samantha F. Carmickle

CHAPTER 6

General Competence – 
Minnesota Rules of Evidence 
601–606
–	 Professor Peter B. Knapp

CHAPTER 7

Impeachment – Minnesota 
Rules of Evidence 607–610
–	 Joshua R. Larson

CHAPTER 8

Witness Examination 
Rules – Minnesota Rules of 
Evidence 611–617
–	 Hon. Edward T. Wahl

CHAPTER 9

Opinions and Expert 
Testimony – Minnesota 
Rules of Evidence 701–70
–	 Brian J. Kluk

CHAPTER 10

Hearsay Definition and 
Exclusionary Rule –  
Minnesota Rules of 
Evidence 801–802
–	 Matthew D. Forsgren

CHAPTER 11

Hearsay Rule–Declarant’s 
Availability Is Immaterial –  
Minnesota Rule of 
Evidence 803
–	 Bryan K. Washburn

CHAPTER 12

Hearsay, Declarant 
Unavailable, and 
Remaining Rules – 
Minnesota Rules of 
Evidence 804–807
–	 Kyle R. Kroll &  

Thomas H. Boyd

TABLE OF CONTENTS:

CAN’T ATTEND THE SEMINAR?

You can purchase the Minnesota Courtroom Evidence Deskbook for $199 (plus 
tax) by calling Minnesota CLE at 800-759-8840 or 651-227-8266. Available in 
hardcopy. Orders will be fulfilled after the seminar.

FREE  
for every 
attendee!

THE SEMINAR

8:30 – 8:55 a.m.
CHECK-IN & CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST

8:55 – 9:00 a.m.
WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS

9:00 – 9:30 a.m.

The Role of the Judge: Scope, 
Purpose, and Rulings on 
Evidence 
–	 Judge Edward T. Wahl

9:30 – 10:15 a.m.

Relevance
–	 Judge Diane B. Bratvold

10:15 – 10:30 a.m.
BREAK

10:30 – 11:15 a.m.

Judicial Notice and 
Presumption
–	 Scott M. Rusert
–	 Judicial Moderator: Judge Martin S. Fallon

11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.

Hearsay
–	 Matthew D. Forsgren
–	 Judicial Moderator: Judge Edward T. Wahl

12:15 – 1:15 p.m.
LUNCH BREAK (ON YOUR OWN)

1:15 – 2:00 p.m.

Opinion Evidence: Lay and 
Expert Opinion
–	 Erica Abshez Moran 

M. Joseph Winebrenner
–	 Judicial Moderator: Judge Diane B. Bratvold

2:00 – 2:45 p.m.

Authentication, Writings, and 
Social Media Evidence Issues
–	 Nathaniel J. Ajouri  

Jevon C. Bindman
–	 Judicial Moderator: Judge Martin S. Fallon

2:45 – 3:00 p.m.
BREAK

3:00 – 3:30 p.m.

Privilege
–	 Samantha F. Carmickle
–	 Judicial Moderator: Judge Diane B. Bratvold

3:30 – 4:30 p.m.

Putting It All Together: You Be 
the Judge!
–	 Judge Diane B. Bratvold  

Judge Martin S. Fallon  
Judge Edward T. Wahl

DESKBOOK EDITORS AND COURSE CHAIRS

JUDGE EDWARD T. WAHL
Fourth Judicial District
Minneapolis

JUDGE MARTIN S. FALLON
First Judicial District
Hastings

NATHANIEL J. AJOURI
Maslon LLP
Minneapolis

JEVON C. BINDMAN
Maslon LLP
Minneapolis

JUDGE DIANE B. BRATVOLD
Minnesota Court of Appeals
Saint Paul

SAMANTHA F. CARMICKLE
Ballard Spahr LLP
Minneapolis

THE FACULTY

MATTHEW D. FORSGREN
Forsgren Fisher McCalmont DeMarea 
Tysver LLP
Minneapolis

ERICA ABSHEZ MORAN
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
Minneapolis

SCOTT M. RUSERT
Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP
Minneapolis

M. JOSEPH WINEBRENNER
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
Minneapolis

CHAPTER 13

Authentication and 
Identification – Minnesota 
Rules of Evidence 901–903
–	 Jordan L. Weber &  

Brayanna J. Smith

CHAPTER 14

Contents of Writings, 
Recordings, and 
Photographs; 
Miscellaneous Rules –  
Minnesota Rules of 
Evidence 1001–1101
–	 Zane Umsted

CHAPTER 15

Social Media Evidence
–	 Jevon C. Bindman & 

Nathaniel J. Ajouri

CHAPTER 16

Appellate Review of 
Circumstantial Evidence: 
Criminal and Civil
–	 Michael Krauss &  

Ronald J. Waclawski

CHAPTER 17

Admission of Expert 
Testimony in Federal Court
–	 M. Joseph Winebrenner & 

Erica Abshez Moran

TABLE OF AUTHORITIES
SUBJECT INDEX

What do you need to know about evidentiary concepts to be 
successful in court? Let the judges tell you!


