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Attend In Person 
Thursday,  
February 26, 2026
Minnesota CLE  
Conference Center 
Minneapolis

Can’t attend in person?
View the online replay on 
Monday, March 16, 2026.

MINNESOTA CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION
Your Success Is Our Goal

Join our faculty as they discuss 
foundational topics of civil 
practice in Minnesota state 
courts using the Minnesota 
State District Court Civil Practice 
Deskbook.
We will start the day with a big picture 
overview of a civil case, then we will address 
pleadings, disclosures, discovery, and 
depositions. The afternoon will help you 
be ready for trial, motion practice, and 
mediation, and we’ll end the day discussing 
common ethical pitfalls in civil practice.

All attendees receive a FREE 
Deskbook!
•	 All in-person attendees will receive a hard 

copy of the Minnesota State District Court 
Civil Practice Deskbook.

•	 Online replay attendees will receive a 
1-year subscription to the LinkedLaw 
version of the Minnesota State District 
Court Civil Practice Deskbook.

FREE
DESKBOOK!

Navigating 
Civil Cases  
in Minnesota 
State Court

COURSE MATERIALS
All attendees will receive a copy of the Minnesota State District Court Civil 
Practice Deskbook. In-person attendees will receive a hard copy of the 
Deskbook, and online replay attendees will receive a 1-year subscription 
to the LinkedLaw version of the Deskbook. 

Online replay attendees may purchase the hard copy Deskbook for $100. 
Contact Minnesota CLE customer service at 800-759-8840 to order.

LIVE IN PERSON
Thursday, February 26, 2026 
Minnesota CLE Conference Center 
600 Nicollet Mall, Suite 370 
Third Floor City Center, Minneapolis

ONLINE REPLAY
Monday, March 16, 2026 
View online at www.minncle.org 
A moderator will be available to answer 
questions by e-mail.

CREDITS
Minnesota CLE is applying to the Minnesota 
State Board of CLE for 6.0 CLE credits, 
including .75 ethics credit. Application 
also is being made to the MSBA for 6.0 
civil trial specialist credits. The maximum 
number of total credits attendees may claim 
is 6.0 credits.

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
Minnesota CLE maintains a scholarship 
program for those with a financial need. For 
details or to obtain an application, contact 
customerservice@minncle.org.

ACCOMMODATION
If you have a disability and need an 
accommodation in order to attend this 
seminar, contact Minnesota CLE as 
soon as possible at 800-759-8840 or 
customerservice@minncle.org.

CANCELLATION / NO-SHOW 
POLICY
Paid registrants who cancel before 
the seminar will receive a refund. Paid 
registrants who do not cancel and are 
unable to attend will retain access to all 
seminar materials through their Minnesota 
CLE website account.

QUESTIONS?

customerservice@minncle.org 
www.minncle.org
800-759-8840

Thursday, February 26, 2026 – Attend In Person 
Minnesota CLE Conference Center 
600 Nicollet Mall, Suite 370, Minneapolis

Can’t attend in person? View the online replay on  
Monday, March 16, 2026.
www.minncle.org

5284-26  |  chj  |  PAjre

Register online today at  
www.minncle.org

COURSE  
INFORMATION

REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.MINNCLE.ORG
For assistance, call Minnesota CLE at 800-759-8840 or email  
customerservice@minncle.org.

TUITION:
$395 MSBA member rate

$395 paralegal rate

$445 standard rate

SEASON PASSHOLDERS:
•	 Super Passholders may attend the in-person seminar or an online 

replay at no charge. 

•	 In-Person Passholders may attend the in-person seminar at no 
charge or an online replay for 50% off.

•	 Online Passholders may attend the in-person seminar for 50% off 
or an online replay at no charge.

NEW LAWYER DISCOUNT!

New lawyers who have been admitted to the bar less than  
5 years receive a 50% discount.

JOIN THE MSBA AND PAY LESS FOR MINNESOTA CLE SEMINARS!

To join, go to www.mnbar.org 
Or for more membership advantages call 1-800-882-6722.

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

Minnesota CLE maintains a scholarship program for those individuals 
with a financial need. To obtain a scholarship application, contact 
customerservice@minncle.org.

Already own the Minnesota 
Courtroom Evidence Deskbook? 
Use the code SUB-26SCPD to subtract 
$100 from the registration fee and you 
won’t receive the hardcopy Deskbook 
on the day of the in-person seminar.

Navigating 
Civil Cases  
in Minnesota 
State Court

https://www.minncle.org/seminar/1052842601
https://www.minncle.org/seminar/1052842601
https://www.minncle.org/seminar/1052842601


Minnesota State District Court Civil Practice Deskbook, 
4th Edition
Editor: Judge Laura Moehrle, Ken D. Schueler & Julian C. Zebot

Whether you are evaluating a case, organizing for a hearing, writing a brief, 
preparing for trial, or searching for information on the many other civil practice 
issues that arise when you’re handling a case before a Minnesota state district 
court – including how the growth of online practice in recent years impacts 
the different stages of the case – this Deskbook is an invaluable resource! The 
Minnesota State District Court Civil Practice Deskbook covers an incredible range 
of practice issues throughout its 22 chapters, providing you with the orientation, 
analysis, and authorities you need. This great resource is packed with insights 
and practice tips by experienced litigators, as well as ethics and judicial 
commentary. Unlike other publications that cover the rules and descriptions of 
how to apply them, the Minnesota State District Court Civil Practice Deskbook 
also offers advice and practical application of them – direct from knowledgeable 
practitioners. Organized in a systematic fashion, replete with relevant cases, 
statutes, and rules, this is one publication that you will find yourself using often. 
From new lawyers to seasoned litigators alike, there is no doubt that this “must 
have” Deskbook will make your practice more effective and efficient.

THE DESKBOOK

CHAPTER 1

What Governs State District 
Court Civil Practice and 
Procedure: From Pre-Suit 
Procedures to Post-Trial 
Motions and Judgments
–	 Uyen Campbell

CHAPTER 2

Alternative Dispute Resolution 
in Minnesota
–	 Justice James H. Gilbert (Ret.) 

Jody E. Nahlovsky

CHAPTER 3

Pre-Filing Considerations
–	 B. Steven Messick

CHAPTER 4

The Complaint
–	 Wilbur W. Fluegel

CHAPTER 5

Commencing the Action
–	 Archana Nath

CHAPTER 6

Filing
–	 John P. Boyle 

Kelly C. Engebretson 
Matthew P. Kostolnik

CHAPTER 7

The Response to the Complaint
–	 Daryl T. Fuchihara

CHAPTER 8

Amendment of Pleadings
–	 Robert T. Brabbit

CHAPTER 9

Removal of Judges/Judicial 
Officers
–	 David R. Crosby

CHAPTER 10

Initial, Expert, and Pretrial 
Disclosures Under Rule 
26.01
–	 Brandie Morgenroth 

Leah Kippola-Friske

CHAPTER 11

Motions – Dispositive and 
Non-Dispositive
–	 Gregory R. Merz

CHAPTER 12

Discovery – Excluding 
Depositions
–	 Gregory J. Duncan 

Juan M. Avila

CHAPTER 13

Depositions
–	 Ryan D. Fullerton 

Kendra E. Olson 
Curtis D. Ripley 
Samuel S. Rufer

CHAPTER 14

Protective Orders
–	 Brian B. Bell 

Elena Modl

CHAPTER 15

Rule 68 Offers
–	 Daniel J. Singel 

Brian J. Kluk 
Alan P. King 
Danielle Wolf 
Matthew G. Nelson

CHAPTER 16

Pretrial Preparation
–	 Katherine M. Swenson

TABLE OF CONTENTS:

CAN’T ATTEND THE SEMINAR?

You can purchase the Minnesota State District Court Civil Practice Deskbook for 
$199 (plus tax) by calling Minnesota CLE at 800-759-8840 or 651-227-8266. 
Available in hardcopy. Orders will be fulfilled after the seminar.

FREE  
for every 
attendee!

THE SEMINAR

8:30 – 9:00 a.m.
CHECK-IN & CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST

9:00 – 9:05 a.m.
WELCOME & INTRODUCTION

9:05 – 9:50 a.m.

The Big Picture – A 50,000 Foot 
View of a Civil Case in Minnesota 
State Court
•	 How a typical case proceeds from start to finish 
•	 How to stay focused on the big picture 

throughout the case 
•	 How does your client fit into this big picture? 
•	 How to level the playing field when the 

opposing counsel is more experienced 
•	 How does AI fit into all of the above? 
–	 Uyen T. Campbell

9:50 – 10:35 a.m.

Pleadings – How to Manage the 
Rules, Keep Track of the Timelines & 
Tell Your Client’s Story 
•	 What the rules require regarding content, 

form, signing, service and filing, and timing of 
pleadings 

•	 Tips for using a complaint or an answer as an 
effective tool to tell the court your client’s story

–	 Wilbur W. Fluegel

10:35 – 10:45 a.m.
BREAK

10:45 – 11:15 a.m.

Disclosures Under Minnesota Rule 
of Civil Procedure 26.01
•	 What information do the rules require to be 

disclosed?
•	 When must disclosures take place?
•	 What format must disclosures follow?
–	 Brandie Morgenroth
–	 Leah Kippola-Friske

11:15 – 11:45 a.m.

Written Discovery – How to Make 
Informed, Strategic Discovery 
Requests and Responses 
•	 How to draft effective requests that are targeted 

to your discovery plan and that comply with 
timing, form, and scope requirements 

•	 How to respond to discovery requests, 
including permissible objections 

•	 When to seek a protective order 
•	 What happens when there’s a discovery dispute
–	 Gregory J. Duncan

11:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.

Depositions – How to Make the Most 
of Depositions 
•	 Tips and strategies in preparing for and conducting 

fact and expert depositions 
•	 Tips for preparing your clients and third-party 

witnesses 
•	 Tips for dealing with hostile witnesses and/or 

opposing counsel 
•	 Tips for handling privilege issues 
•	 Proper and improper objections
–	 Kendra E. Olson

12:15 – 1:00 p.m.
LUNCH BREAK (ON YOUR OWN)

1:00 – 1:45 p.m.

Trial – Preparation, Strategies, and 
More
•	 Tips and strategies to be ready for the trial
•	 Tips for preparing your clients and third-party 

witnesses 
•	 Tips for dealing with hostile witnesses and/or 

opposing counsel 
–	 Bryce M. Miller

1:45 – 2:30 p.m.

Motions – Key Rules, Strategy, and 
Practical Considerations 
•	 Procedural requirements 
•	 Strategic and practical considerations 
•	 Oral argument technique
–	 Kelly C. Engebretson
–	 Matthew P. Kostolinik

2:30 – 2:45 p.m.
BREAK

2:45 – 3:30 p.m.

Mediation – Framework, Setting 
Expectations & Potential Resolution 
•	 What to expect and what to tell your client to expect 
•	 How mediators are selected 
•	 Who is responsible for paying the mediator 
•	 What information should you share with the 

mediator 
•	 What happens if the dispute is resolved at 

mediation
–	 Justice James H. Gilbert
–	 Judge Phillip Carruthers

3:30 – 4:15 p.m.

Ethical Considerations in Civil Cases 
.75 ethics credit applied for
•	 Common pitfalls and how to avoid them
–	 Karin Ciano
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CHAPTER 17

The Trial
–	 Bryce M. Miller

CHAPTER 18

Orders and Judgments
–	 Thomas H. Boyd

CHAPTER 19

Post-Trial Motion 
Procedures and Appeals
–	 Kay Nord Hunt 

Michelle Kuhl

CHAPTER 20

Collection of Judgments
–	 Jordan D. Lippert 

Derrick N. Weber

CHAPTER 21

Vacation of Judgments
–	 Judge Charles F. Webber

CHAPTER 22

Professionalism
–	 Judge Mary Carroll Leahy
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