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THE  

Mechanics 
Lien Toolkit

MINNESOTA CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION
Your Success Is Our Goal

Minnesota’s mechanics lien statute provides a special remedy 
for contractors, subcontractors and materialmen. Although 
frequently litigated, it is often misunderstood.

This seminar provides an  
overview of mechanics liens,  
along with guidance on core 
topics and insights into  
advanced issues, through 12 
practical presentations to get 
you from start to finish. These 
presentations are your blueprint 
to successful representation  
of mechanics lien claimants, 
owners and lenders.

Tuesday, September 16, 2025 – Attend In Person
Minnesota CLE Conference Center
600 Nicollet Mall, Suite 370, Minneapolis

CAN’T ATTEND IN PERSON?  
View the Online Replay on Tuesday, September 30, 2025 or  
Friday, October 10, 2025.

A Comprehensive Guide for 
Claimants, Owners and Lenders

5184-26  |  oma  |  PAmcs

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2025 – Attend In Person
Minnesota CLE Conference Center 
600 Nicollet Mall, Suite 370, Minneapolis

Can’t attend the live seminar? 
View the online replay Tuesday, September 30, 2025 or  
Friday, October 10, 2025
www.minncle.org

Register today at www.minncle.org

Register online at www.minncle.org
Email customerservice@minncle.org or call 800-759-8840 for assistance.

TUITION:
$295 MSBA member

$295 paralegal

$345 standard rate

SEASON PASSHOLDERS:
•	 Super Passholders may attend the in-person seminar or an online replay at 

no charge. 

•	 In-Person Passholders may attend the in-person seminar at no charge or an 
online replay for 50% off.

•	 Online Passholders may attend the in-person seminar for 50% off or an 
online replay at no charge.

NEW LAWYER DISCOUNT!
New lawyers who have been admitted to the bar less than 5 years receive a 50% 
discount.

JOIN THE MSBA AND PAY LESS FOR MINNESOTA CLE 
SEMINARS!
To join, go to www.mnbar.org 
Or for more membership advantages call 1-800-882-6722.

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
Minnesota CLE maintains a scholarship program for those individuals with a 
financial need. To obtain a scholarship application, contact customerservice@
minncle.org.

THE  

Mechanics 
Lien Toolkit

https://www.minncle.org/seminar/1051842601
https://www.minncle.org/seminar/1051842601
https://www.minncle.org/seminar/1051842601


SCHEDULE FACULTY

Matthew A. Anderson 
Course Chair 
Stewart Title Guaranty 
Company  
Minneapolis

Heidi J. Bassett
Spencer Fane LLP 
Minneapolis

Mark R. Becker
Fabyanske, Westra, Hart & 
Thomson, P.A. 
Minneapolis

Caryn A. Boisen
Larson King, LLP 
Minneapolis

Hugh D. Brown
Fabyanske, Westra, Hart & 
Thomson, P.A. 
Minneapolis

Matthew T. Collins
Fabyanske, Westra, Hart & 
Thomson, P.A. 
Minneapolis

Matthew R. Doherty 
Brutlag, Trucke & Doherty, P.A. 
Plymouth

Barbara B. Gilmore
Old Republic National Title 
Insurance Company 
Minnetonka

John C. Holper
Bassford Remele, P.A. 
Minneapolis

David J. Krco
Best & Flanagan LLP 
Minneapolis

Christina Rieck 
Loukas
Winthrop & Weinstine, P.A. 
Minneapolis

Patrick C. Summers
DeWitt LLP 
Minneapolis

8:30 – 9:00 a.m.
CHECK-IN & CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 

9:00 – 9:05 a.m.
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

OVERVIEW OF MECHANICS LIENS

9:05 – 9:35 a.m.

Setting the Stage with 9 Q&As –  
The Who, What, How of 
Mechanics Liens
1.	 What Are Mechanics Liens?
2.	 What Type of Work Is Covered by Liens?
3.	 What Is Lienable and What Is Not?
4.	 Who Can Get a Lien? 
5.	 Who Has Lien Rights? 
6.	 Who Can Be Subject to a Lien?
7.	 What Is the Process to File a Lien? 
8.	 How Do You File? 
9.	 How Do You Respond?
–	 Matthew R. Doherty 

9:35 – 9:55 a.m.

Seeing the Bigger Picture – How 
Understanding the Project Is 
Key to Mechanics Liens
•	 Is the Project Out of Balance?
•	 Knowing the Project Details and Budget
•	 Analyzing Budget Shortfall or Surplus
•	 What You Need to Look Out For
•	 And More
–	 Matthew A. Anderson 

9:55 – 10:00 a.m.	 BREAK

CORE TOPICS

10:00 – 10:30 a.m.

Pre-lien Notices – Notify and 
Preserve
•	 Establish the Right to File
•	 Requirements and Ensuring Validity of 

Notice
•	 Exceptions
•	 Service
–	 Matthew T. Collins

10:30 – 11:10 a.m.

Payment and Lien Waivers – To 
Pay or Not to Pay
•	 Owner’s Rights to Withold Payment
•	 Payment by Promissory Note
•	 Lien Waivers
•	 Theft by Contractor
•	 Contingent Payment Clauses
•	 Application of Payments
–	 Hugh D. Brown

11:10 – 11:20 a.m.	 BREAK

11:20 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Mechanics Lien Statements – 
How to Prepare and Record
•	 Common Errors
•	 Description of Property
•	 Overstatement
•	 Single vs. Multiple Statements
•	 Apportionment
•	 Service
•	 Filing
–	 Caryn A. Boisen 

12:00 – 12:45 p.m.	 LUNCH BREAK (on your own)

12:45 – 1:25 p.m.

Priority – Who Comes First and 
Why It Matters
•	 Improvement of the Ground
•	 Record Notice of Claimant’s Contract
•	 Actual Notice of Work Performed Before 

Mortgage Recorded
•	 Actual Notice of Unrecorded Mortgage
•	 Separate Improvements
•	 Loss of Priority
–	 Matthew A. Anderson 

1:25 – 2:05 p.m.

Mechanics Lien Foreclosure 
Action
•	 Commencement by Action
•	 Timing
•	 Parties
•	 Release of Mechanics Lien by Deposit with 

the Court
•	 Foreclosure Sale and Redemption
•	 Defenses
–	 John C. Holper & Christina Rieck Loukas 

2:05 – 2:10 p.m.	 BREAK

ADVANCED ISSUES

2:10 – 2:40 p.m.

How to Secure Mechanics 
Lien Coverage for Your Next 
Commercial Project
•	 Vacant Land
•	 Construction Commenced But Not 

Completed
•	 Recently Completed Construction
–	 Barbara Gilmore

2:40 – 3:10 p.m.

How Bankruptcy Impacts Mechanics 
Liens
•	 Automatic Stay
•	 Relief from Automatic Stay
•	 Property of the Estate
•	 Post-Petition Perfection of Mechanics Liens
•	 Tolling Effect of Section 108(c)
•	 Constitutional Liens
•	 Dischargeable Debts
–	 Patrick C. Summers

3:10 – 3:25 p.m.	 BREAK

3:25 – 3:55 p.m.

Resolving Mechanics Liens Through 
Arbitration 
•	 Effect of Agreement to Arbitrate Upon Enforceability 

of Mechanics Liens
•	 Waiver of Right to Arbitrate
•	 Stay of Foreclosure Action
•	 Scope of Arbitration Proceeding
•	 Effect of Arbitration Award
–	 Mark R. Becker

3:55 – 4:25 p.m.

Lien Value Calculations – Calculating 
Lien Amounts, Offsets, and 
Overstatements
•	 Value When Work is Complete
•	 Value When Work is Incomplete
•	 Reasonable Value
•	 Errors and Overstatements
•	 And More!
–	 Heidi J. Bassett

4:25 – 4:55 p.m.

Understanding Tenant Improvements
•	 Property Interests Subject to Liens
•	 Lienable Improvements
•	 Pre-Lien Notice
•	 Mechanic’s Lien Statement
–	 David J. Krco

COURSE INFORMATION

LIVE IN PERSON
Tuesday, September 16, 2025 
Minnesota CLE Conference Center 
600 Nicollet Mall, Suite 370 
Third Floor City Center, Minneapolis

ONLINE REPLAY
Tuesday, September 30, 2025 
Friday, October 10, 2025 
View online at www.minncle.org 
A moderator will be available to answer 
questions by email.

HOW TO REGISTER
Register online at www.minncle.org. 
Email customerservice@minncle.
org or call 800-759-8840 for 
assistance.

COURSE MATERIALS
In-person attendees will receive 
hard copies of any course materials 
submitted. All attendees will have 
access to all course materials via their 
Minnesota CLE online accounts.

CREDITS
Minnesota CLE is applying to the 
Minnesota State Board of CLE for 6.5 
standard CLE credits and to the 
Minnesota State Bar Association for 
6.5 advanced real estate specialist 
credits. The maximum number of 
total credits attendees may claim is 6.5 
credits.

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
Minnesota CLE maintains a scholarship 
program for those with a financial 
need. Contact customerservice@
minncle.org for further details or to 
obtain an application.

ACCOMMODATION
If you have a disability and need an 
accommodation in order to attend this 
seminar, contact Minnesota CLE as 
soon as possible at 800-759-8840 or 
customerservice@minncle.org.

CANCELLATION POLICY /  
NO-SHOW POLICY
Paid registrants who cancel before 
the seminar will receive a refund upon 
request. Paid registrants who do not 
cancel and are unable to attend will 
retain access to the seminar materials 
through their Minnesota CLE website 
account.

QUESTIONS?
customerservice@minncle.org 
www.minncle.org
800-759-8840

FREE SUMMARY GUIDE 
for Attendees!
All attendees will receive the 
Summary GuideTM to Mechanic’s 
Liens In Minnesota. It will be 
provided in the same way as 
the seminar materials – see the 
course information section for 
more details.


