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TRIAL  
PREPARATION:
A Strategic Approach

MINNESOTA CONTINUING  
LEGAL EDUCATION
Your Success Is Our Goal

ALL-NEW 
SEMINAR

Learn how to prepare effectively  
for each phase of trial to  
ensure a successful outcome.

Thursday, February 23, 2023  
Attend In Person
Minnesota CLE Conference Center, Minneapolis

Can’t Attend In Person? 
View the online replay Tuesday, March 14, 2023.

Our expert faculty will provide  
tried-and-true trial preparation methods 
on 8 key topics, including:

•	 Developing Your Case Theme

•	 Preparing Your Opening and Closing Arguments –  
How to Strengthen Your Credibility With the Judge 
and the Jury

•	 Preparing an Effective Voir Dire Strategy   

•	 10 Keys to Successfully Prepare for  
Direct and Cross Examinations

•	 Special Considerations When  
Preparing for an Online Trial –  
Perfecting the Art of Zoom  
Litigation

•	 And much more!

COURSE INFORMATION

LIVE IN PERSON
Thursday, February 23, 2023 
Minnesota CLE Conference Center 
600 Nicollet Mall, Suite 370 
Third Floor City Center, Minneapolis

ONLINE REPLAY
Tuesday, March 14, 2023 
View online at www.minncle.org 
A moderator will be available to 
answer questions by email.

HOW TO REGISTER
Registration must be made online at  
www.minncle.org. For assistance, call 
Minnesota CLE at 800-759-8840 or 
email customerservice@minncle.org.

COURSE MATERIALS
In-Person Attendees
Course materials will be provided to 
in-person attendees in hard copy. 
In-person attendees will also have 
electronic access to the course 
materials via their Minnesota CLE 
website accounts.
Online Replay Attendees
Online replay attendees will have 
electronic access to the course 
materials via their Minnesota CLE 
website accounts.

ACCOMMODATION
If you have a disability and need  
an accommodation in order to 
attend this seminar, please contact 
Minnesota CLE as soon as possible. 
Call 800-759-8840 or email 
customerservice@minncle.org.

CREDITS
Minnesota CLE is applying to the 
Minnesota State Board of CLE 
for 6.0 standard CLE credits. 
Application also is being made 
to the MSBA for 6.0 civil trial 
specialist credits. The maximum 
number of total credits attendees 
may report for this seminar is 6.0.

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
Minnesota CLE maintains a 
scholarship program for those  
with a financial need. Contact  
Grant at gdavies@minncle.org or 
651-254-2103 for further details or 
to obtain an application.

CANCELLATION POLICY /  
NO-SHOW POLICY
Paid registrants who cancel before 
the seminar will receive a refund 
upon request. Paid registrants 
who do not cancel and are unable 
to attend will retain access to the 
seminar materials through their 
Minnesota CLE website account. 
Passholders may purchase the 
materials at 50% of the full retail 
price.

QUESTIONS?
www.minncle.org
customerservice@minncle.org
800-759-8840

SPECIAL BONUS:

All attendees receive 30-days 
free access to the LinkedLaw 
edition of The Minnesota 
Litigation Forms Deskbook 
with eFormbook. 

In addition, attendees receive 30% off their purchase 
of either the LinkedLaw edition or hard copy version 
of the Deskbook. With this Deskbook you receive 
access to more than 130 downloadable forms! It’s 
a terrific value for the most comprehensive and 
authoritative guide on the litigation process!



SCHEDULE & FACULTY
8:30 – 9:00 a.m.
IN-PERSON CHECK-IN & CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST

9:00 – 9:05 a.m.
Welcome & Announcements
–	 Archana Nath, Course Chair 

Fox Rothschild LLP; Minneapolis

9:05 – 9:45 a.m.
Preparing for Trial – Trial Prep Logistics for Getting 
Started, Preparing Your Team and Making Your Plans
Learn how to start and continue your preparations for trial, including 
creating your drive sheet and trial notebook, using your trial team, planning 
trial tasks, preparing evidence, and using technology to your advantage.
–	 Archana Nath, Course Chair 

Fox Rothschild LLP; Minneapolis

9:45 – 10:15 a.m. 
Developing Your Case Theme
Learn the importance of developing a case theme or theory. This session 
will show you how to promote your theme using evidence (witnesses and 
exhibits), demonstratives, motions, and opening and closing arguments. 
Also, learn how to defend your theme against attacks from the opposition.
–	 Faris A. Rashid 

Greene Espel PLLP; Minneapolis

10:15 – 10:25 a.m.	 BREAK

10:25 – 11:25 a.m.
Preparing Your Opening and Closing Arguments –  
How to Strengthen Your Credibility with the Judge and 
the Jury
Preparing your opening and closing arguments in advance provides a 
roadmap to follow for the trial. This session will provide helpful advice and 
tips to help you strengthen your credibility and deliver winning arguments.
–	 Nathan H. Bjerke 

TSR Injury Law; Bloomington
–	 Kathy S. Kimmel  

Fox Rothschild LLP; Minneapolis
–	 Judge John R. Tunheim 

U.S. District Court – District of Minnesota; Minneapolis

11:25 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Preparing an Effective Voir Dire Strategy –  
What You Should Never Ask
Learn what you must ask, what you should ask and what you should 
never ask. This session will provide best practices and tips for preparing 
for an effective voir dire. Also, we’ll have a brief discussion regarding jury 
instructions and special verdict forms.
–	 Bryce M. Miller 

Collins, Buckley, Sauntry & Haugh, PLLP; Saint Paul

12:15 – 1:15 p.m.	 LUNCH BREAK (on your own)

1:15 – 2:00 p.m.
Preparing Your Evidence and Pre-Trial Motions –  
How to Focus Your Motion Responses to Best Educate 
the Court
Learn how to choose the right exhibits and create effective demonstratives. 
Also, this session will provide tips and best practices for bringing and 
defending motions in limine with a focus on objectives, topics, uses and 
pitfalls.
–	 Elizabeth (Lisa) C. Henry 

Chestnut Cambronne PA; Minneapolis
–	 Francis J. Rondoni 

Chestnut Cambronne PA; Minneapolis

2:00 – 2:45 p.m.
Preparing the Witness to Present Their Best Case at Trial
Learn how to focus on important issues and favorably impress the judge 
or jury. How to deal with strong versus weak witnesses. How to get them 
to tell the story you are looking for and how to prepare to defend against 
opposing counsel’s attacks. Also, learn some key tips for working with 
experts.
–	 Randall E. Kahnke 

Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP; Minneapolis
–	 Cicely R. Miltich 

Lathrop GPM LLP; Minneapolis

2:45 – 3:00 p.m.	 BREAK

3:00 – 3:45 p.m.
10 Keys to Successfully Prepare for Direct and Cross 
Examinations
You have prepped your trial witnesses, and now you must develop your 
strategy for examining your witnesses and the opposition’s witnesses at 
trial. This session will provide tips for preparing an effective direct and 
cross examination strategy. We will also discuss special considerations 
when examining expert witnesses and best practices for handling difficult 
witnesses. Further, learn important tips on court decorum by attorneys, their 
clients, and witnesses during trial.
–	 Judge Mark R. Ireland 

Second Judicial District; Saint Paul
–	 Judge Sophia Y. Vuelo 

Second Judicial District; Saint Paul

3:45 – 4:30 p.m.
Special Considerations When Preparing for an  
Online Trial – Perfecting the Art of Zoom Litigation
Because of its convenience and access, litigating by Zoom is most likely 
here to stay, at least in some form. However, litigating on Zoom is different 
than in person. Learn practical tips and best practices to become more 
comfortable and familiar with the process and to ensure that your next initial 
hearing, deposition, motion hearing, mediation, or trial is productive and 
effective.
–	 Casey D. Marshall 

Bassford Remele; Minneapolis

TRIAL  
PREPARATION:
A Strategic Approach

Thursday, February 23, 2023
Attend In Person
Minnesota CLE Conference Center 
600 Nicollet Mall, Suite 370, Minneapolis

Can’t attend the live seminar?  
View the online replay Tuesday, March 14, 2023
www.minncle.org

Registration must be made online at www.minncle.org
For assistance, call Minnesota CLE at 800-759-8840 or email  
customerservice@minncle.org.

TUITION:
$275 MSBA member
$275 paralegal
$325 standard rate

SEASON PASSHOLDERS:
•	 Super Passholders may attend the in-person seminar or the online 

replay at no charge. 
•	 In-Person Passholders may attend the in-person seminar at no charge 

or the online replay for 50% off.
•	 Online Passholders may attend the in-person seminar for 50% off or 

the online replay at no charge.

NEW LAWYER DISCOUNT!
New lawyers who have been admitted to the bar fewer than 3 years 
receive a 50% discount.

JOIN THE MSBA AND PAY LESS FOR MINNESOTA CLE SEMINARS!
To join, go to www.mnbar.org 
Or for more membership advantages call 1-800-882-6722.

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
Minnesota CLE maintains a scholarship program for those individuals 
with a financial need. To obtain a scholarship application, contact Grant at 
gdavies@minncle.org.

You can purchase the course manual for $75 (plus tax and 
handling) by calling Minnesota CLE at 800-759-8840.
Orders will be filled after the seminar.

CAN’T  
ATTEND?

Register today at www.minncle.org

4331-23  |  smk  |  PAks


