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Co-sponsored by Minnesota Continuing Legal Education  
and the MSBA Appellate Practice Section

Friday, March 24, 2017
Minnesota CLE Conference Center

600 Nicollet Mall, Suite 370 
Third Floor City Center, Minneapolis

The premier  
event of the  

year for  
appellate 

practitioners!

The 2017  
Appellate Practice 
Institute Welcomes

Howard J. Bashman, appellate lawyer 
and “How Appealing” blogger:
“Taking Your Argument to the Next 
Level”

Special Webcast Opportunity!

Can’t attend? View Mr. Bashman’s 
presentation at 1:00 p.m. via live 
webcast!
Register online at www.minncle.org.

Special Judicial 
Appearances

Minnesota Supreme Court

Chief Justice  
Lorie Skjerven Gildea

Associate Justice  
G. Barry Anderson

Associate Justice  
Natalie E. Hudson

Minnesota Court of Appeals

Chief Judge  
Edward J. Cleary

Judge Jill Flaskamp Halbrooks

Judge Diane B. Bratvold

Minnesota Tax Court

Judge Bradford S. Delapena

Bringing together esteemed jurists, national and Minnesota 
experts and your colleagues in a day of outstanding 
education and practical, real-world advice!
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GENERAL INFORMATION

DATE & LOCATION
Friday, March 24, 2017 
Minnesota CLE Conference Center 
600 Nicollet Mall, Suite 370 
Third Floor City Center, Minneapolis

CANCELLATION / NO-SHOW POLICY
Paid registrants who cancel their registration at least 
3 business days before the program will receive a full 
credit on their account; if fewer than 3 business days, a 
$25 administrative fee will be deducted. Paid registrants 
who fail to attend will receive access to the electronic 
materials. Passholders may purchase the materials at 
50% of the full retail price.

CREDITS
Minnesota CLE is applying to the Minnesota State Board 
of CLE for 6.5 CLE credits, including 1.0 ethics credit. 
The maximum number of total credits an attendee may 
claim for this course is 6.5. Minnesota CLE will also apply 
to the MSBA for 6.5 Certified Civil Litigation Specialist 
credits.

Minnesota CLE is also applying for 1.0 standard CLE 
credit and 1.0 Certified Civil Litigation Specialist credit for 
the webcast of Howard Bashman’s session, Taking Your 
Argument to the Next Level.

NEW LAWYER  
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
In recognition of the challenges facing lawyers 
entering the profession, Minnesota CLE has 
established a scholarship program for unemployed 
and underemployed lawyers admitted fewer than 
three years. Those wishing to apply for such 
assistance should contact Grant at 651-254-2111 or 
gdavies@minncle.org for details.

ACCOMMODATION
If you have a disability and need an accommodation 
in order to attend, please contact Minnesota CLE 
at 2550 University Avenue West, Suite 160-S, Saint 
Paul, MN 55114 or call us at 651-227-8266 or  
800-759-8840.

PARKING –  
SPECIAL DISCOUNTED RATE!
Parking is available in the City Center parking ramp 
for only $12 per day if you arrive before 8:30 a.m. 
and leave after 1:00 p.m.

QUESTIONS?
Call Minnesota CLE at 651-227-8266 or  
800-759-8840. Or visit us online at  
www.minncle.org.

Amie E. Penny Sayler
Course Co-chair 
Bassford Remele 
Minneapolis

Thomas J. Radio   
Course Co-Chair 
Felhaber Larson 
Minneapolis 

Hon. G. Barry Anderson
Minnesota Supreme Court 
St. Paul 

Howard J. Bashman
Law Offices of Howard J. Bashman 
Willow Grove, Pennsylvania

Louise A. Behrendt
Meagher & Geer P.L.L.P 
Minneapolis

Rachel Bond
Office of the Minnesota Appellate 
Public Defender 
St. Paul

Hon. Diane B. Bratvold
Minnesota Court of Appeals 
St. Paul

Hon. Edward J. Cleary
Minnesota Court of Appeals 
St. Paul 

Bradford W. Colbert 
Minnesota Public Defender’s Office 
St. Paul

Hon. Bradford S. Delapena
Minnesota Tax Court 
St. Paul

Hon. Jill Flaskamp Halbrooks
Minnesota Court of Appeals 
St. Paul

Jenny Gassman-Pines
Greene Espel PLLP 
Minneapolis

Hon. Lorie Skjerven Gildea
Minnesota Supreme Court 
St. Paul 

Adam Hansen
Apollo Law LLC 
Minneapolis

Sam Hanson
Of Counsel 
Briggs and Morgan 
Minneapolis

Kate L. Homolka
Bassford Remele 
Minneapolis

Hon. Natalie E. Hudson 
Minnesota Supreme Court 
St. Paul 

Elizabeth Johnston
Hennepin County Attorney’s Office 
Minneapolis

Jeffrey P. Justman
Faegre Baker Daniels LLP 
Minneapolis

Jeffrey J. Lindquist
Pustorino, Tilton, Parrington & 
Lindquist, PLLC 
Minneapolis

Eric J. Magnuson
Robins Kaplan LLP 
Minneapolis

Ryan W. Marth
Robins Kaplan LLP 
Minneapolis

Katherine A. McBride
Meagher & Geer P.L.L.P 
Minneapolis

Cathryn Middlebrook
Minnesota Public Defender’s Office 
St. Paul

Andrea E. Reisbord
Bassford Remele 
Minneapolis

Mahesha Subbaraman
Subbaraman PLLC 
Minneapolis

Aaron D. Van Oort   
Faegre Baker Daniels LLP 
Minneapolis

Special Thanks to the Institute 
Planning Committee for its 
outstanding work in planning this 
conference:

Amie E. Penny Sayler and Thomas 
J. Radio, Co-Chairs; Jean Burdorf, 
Benjamin J. Butler, Karen Cole, 
Timothy J. Droske, Christine E. 
Hinrichs

Faculty & Planners



8:00 – 8:50 a.m.	 REGISTRATION & CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST

8:50 – 8:55 a.m.

Welcome & Introduction
–	 Aaron D. Van Oort, MSBA Appellate Practice Section Chair

8:55 – 9:05 a.m.

A Message from the Minnesota Supreme Court
–	 Chief Justice Lorie Skjerven Gildea

9:05 – 9:15 a.m.     	

…And the Minnesota Court of Appeals
–	 Chief Judge Edward J. Cleary

9:15 – 10:15 a.m.  	  

Winning the Appeal with a Compelling Oral Argument
How do you create and present an effective argument? What strategies and 
techniques are particularly persuasive? Three esteemed jurists will share their 
best advice on how to prepare and deliver a compelling oral argument.
–	 Justice Natalie E. Hudson
–	 Judge Bradford S. Delapena
–	 Justice Sam Hanson (ret.)
–	 Jenny Gassman-Pines, moderator

10:15 – 11:00 a.m.							     

Winning the Appeal with a Persuasive Brief
What makes for an effective and persuasive brief? This panel of seasoned 
appellate lawyers from the public, private and judicial sectors will provide insight 
and advice on how to craft a brief that will resonate with the court.
–	 Judge Jill Flaskamp Halbrooks
–	 Cathryn  Middlebrook
–	 Andrea E. Reisbord
–	 Mahesha Subbaraman, moderator

11:00 – 11:15 a.m.	 BREAK

11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.	

Whose Appeal Is it Anyway?  
 (1.0 ethics credits applied for)
Both the ethical rules and the rules of appellate practice give a lawyer an 
enormous amount of direction and discretion in how to argue an appeal – but 
that same direction and discretion can conflict with client-centered lawyering. 
This panel will discuss the joys and travails of navigating this somewhat 
challenging path.
–	 Judge Diane B. Bratvold  
–	 Bradford W. Colbert
–	 Kate L. Homolka

Schedule

12:15 – 1:00 p.m.	 LUNCH
Enjoy a complimentary lunch and the company of your 
colleagues. (Bag lunches provided by Minnesota CLE.)

1:00 – 2:00 p.m. 

Taking Your Appellate Practice to the Next Level
–	 Howard J. Bashman 
	 Howard Bashman is a nationally known solo appellate practitioner whose 

blog, “How Appealing,” debuted in 2002. Bashman will discuss his career 
path from federal appellate judicial law clerk, to the first lawyer focusing 
on appellate litigation at a large Philadelphia law firm, to a successful solo 
appellate practitioner with an office five minutes from home. Bashman will 
also describe how the practice of appellate litigation has changed during 
his 25-year career and how it will likely continue to change. In addition, he 
will discuss how technology has altered the way appellate law information is 
communicated and how the practice of appellate litigation is changing now 
that Generation X judges are populating the judiciary and millennials are 
entering the practice.

2:00 – 2:10 p.m.	 BREAK

2:10 – 3:10 p.m.

SMALL GROUP SESSION A 

101	Certified Questions, Discretionary Review, and Partial 
Judgments: Appellate Review While Your Case Is Still 
in the Trial Court 
One of the cardinal principles of appellate jurisprudence is the rule of unitary 
appeal: appellate review occurs when all the dust has settled in the trial 
court. However, sometimes the parties, and perhaps even the trial judge, 
believe that an immediate answer to pressing and important questions 
of law can and should be answered by the appellate court while the case 
proceeds in the district court. This session will examine certified questions, 
discretionary review, and certification of final partial judgments as tools to 
assist the litigator and the trial courts with some much needed guidance 
from the appellate courts.
–	 Eric J. Magnuson
–	 Ryan W. Marth

102	Criminal Appeals: Case Law Update, Trends, and 
Practice Tips
Learn about recent major criminal cases decided by Minnesota’s appellate 
courts, emerging trends in criminal appellate practice, and strategies and 
tips for criminal practitioners.  
–	 Rachel Bond
–	 Elizabeth Johnston

3:10 – 3:20 p.m.	 BREAK

3:20 – 4:20 p.m.

SMALL GROUP SESSION B 

201	Preparing for, Perfecting, and Surviving Your Appeal 
(or, Enduring the Pit of Despair, Avoiding the Dread 
Pirate Roberts, and Ensuring You Are Armed to Engage 
in a Battle of Wits)
If you are facing your first appeal or wondering why things did not go well 
last time, three experienced  practitioners will explain how to successfully 
prepare for, perfect, and argue your appeal in state or federal court, 
including the unique twists in administrative appeals. This session will 
cover the basics (what to file, when and where) as well as more nuanced 
considerations, including whether to appeal at all, preserving the record, 
framing issues, and preparing persuasive arguments both in writing and at 
oral argument.
–	 Louise A. Behrendt
–	 Jeffrey J. Lindquist
–	 Katherine A. McBride

202	Navigating the New Changes to the Federal Rules of 
Appellate Procedure: Tips and Best Practices
On December 1, 2016, several crucial changes to the Federal Rules of 
Appellate Procedure took effect. This session will explore the new rules and 
offer tips and best practices every appellate practitioner should know to 
navigate the new landscape.
–	 Adam Hansen			 
–	 Jeffrey P. Justman

4:20 – 4:30 p.m.	 BREAK 

4:30 – 5:00 p.m.

A Fireside Chat: Reflections on Appeals with Justice G. 
Barry Anderson
Hear reflections on appeals (and other matters, too) from Justice Anderson in a 
personal and informal setting.
–	 Justice G. Barry Anderson
–	 Aaron D. Van Oort, moderator

5:00 p.m.

The Annual Appellate Practice Institute Reception
Enjoy refreshments, hors d’oeuvres, and networking with your colleagues.

SPECIAL PUBLICATION OFFERS
25% off Presale Orders of the Newest Edition of the  
Eighth Circuit Appellate Practice Manual! 
(8th Edition to be published in early summer 2017)

Regular price: $185	 Discounted price: $138.75 

20% off on the Summary Guide ™ to  
Minnesota Appellate Procedure, 7th Edition

Regular price:  $20.00	 Discounted Price: $16.00

New Lawyer Discount!
	 I was first admitted to the bar after March 24, 2014, and have 

deducted $60 from the registration fee marked above.

Scholarships Available!
Minnesota CLE maintains a scholarship program for those individuals 
with a financial need. Most scholarships awarded are 50% off the 
seminar price. To obtain a scholarship application, contact Grant at 
gdavies@minncle.org or 651-254-2111.

Join the MSBA and pay less for Minnesota CLE seminars!
To join the MSBA go to http://msba.mnbar.org/ 
Or for more membership advantages call 1-800-882-6722

Register at www.minncle.org or  
call 651-227-8266 or 800-759-8840

Name	(first)										          (mi)

	 (last)

Firm

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone

Email

Attorney License No. (if applicable)

Profession, if non-attorney

	 Check here if address below is new.

PAYMENT:

	 Enclosed is a check for $ 

	 To pay by credit card, please register online or by phone.

To pay by credit card, please register online or by phone.

Friday, March 24, 2017
Minnesota CLE Conference Center, Minneapolis

1608-17 / mjc

You may purchase the following publication offers by calling 
Minnesota CLE at 651-227-8266 or 800-759-8840.

PRESALE: Eighth Circuit Appellate Practice Manual, 8th Edition 
$185 $138.75 (plus tax and handling)� (Ships early summer 2017)

Summary Guide to Minnesota Appellate Procedure, 7th Edition 
$20 $16 (plus tax and handling)� (Ships after Institute)

SPECIAL PUBLICATION OFFERS

PLEASE “” APPROPRIATE BOX BELOW:

	 $295 MSBA member / paralegal

	 $345 standard rate

	 I have a Minnesota CLE Season PassSM.

MAIL TO:	 Minnesota CLE 
	 2550 University Avenue West, Suite #160-S 
	 St. Paul, MN 55114

The 11th Annual

Appellate Practice Institute

TO REGISTER FOR THE WEBCAST OF THE KEYNOTE:
Webcast registrations must be made online at www.minncle.org.

TUITION: $95
CREDITS: 1.0 standard CLE | 1.0 certified civil litigation specialist


