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10 TIPS TO MAKE YOUR 
CONVENTIONAL BRIEFING 
FORMAT APPROPRIATE 
FOR E-BRIEFING LISA LODIN 

PERALTA 



Why? 



Effective advocacy in a technological world 



Speaking to Courts 



Writing for Courts 



Mid-Century Workflow 



1980’s Workflow 



1990’s – 2000’s Workflow 



2010’s Workflow 



 “The iPad was a game 
changer for me.”  
“With it, I can work 
from anywhere as long 
as I have wifi access.” 

Richard C. Wesley 
Second Circuit Court of Appeals 

Source 

http://abovethelaw.com/2014/08/todays-tech-a-federal-judge-and-his-ipad-part-1/


~2011: Clerks taught how to 
use iPad  
“Now I use it all the time!” 
“And now, so do many of my 
fellow judges . . . .”  

Source 

http://abovethelaw.com/2014/08/todays-tech-a-federal-judge-and-his-ipad-part-1/


Writing for Screens 



Negative Impact on Comprehension 



Screen resolution table 

CRT Monitors 60ppi 

LCD Monitors 110 ppi 

iPad and Nexus Displays ~326 ppi  

Paper 300-600 ppi 







Eye-Tracking Studies 



“[E]ye tracking supports that 
users do not read all of the 
content on a Web page.” 

—Usability.gov   



“[U]tilize techniques for 
making content easier 
to read.  
• Highlight keywords, 
• use headings, 
• write short 

paragraphs, and  
• utilize lists.” 

—Usability.gov   



But what if 
documents are 
consumed 
digitally? 



               Old Style       vs.      New Style 

Times New Roman 12-pt Book Antiqua 14-pt 



RETHINK YOUR FONT STYLE  
(TRASH TIMES NEW ROMAN) 

TIP 1 





Rules Require Serifs 

Fed. R. App. P.  32(a) 
(5) Typeface.  . . . 

a. A proportionally spaced 
face must include 
serifs, but sans-serif 
type may be used in 
headings and captions. 

7th Cir. Typography 
Studies have shown that long 
passages of serif type are easier 
to read and comprehend than 
long passages of sans-serif type. 
The rule accordingly limits the 
principal sections of submissions 
to serif type, although sans-serif 
type may be used in headings 
and captions.  



Condensed type style  = more text per page 

Times New Roman 1932 



= 

Desktops in 1992 



= 

Default in 2007 



So Which Do you Choose? 



Fed. R. App. P.  32(a) 
(5) Typeface.  . . . 

a. A proportionally spaced face must 
include serifs, but sans-serif type 
may be used in headings and 
captions. 



Compare… 

Book Antiqua Times New Roman 



INCREASE YOUR  
FONT SIZE 

TIP 2 



Word Count not Page Count 

Minn. R. Civ. App. P. 
132.01, Subdivision 3 
 

Principal brief no more than 
14,000 words 
 

Fed. R. App. P.  
32(a)(7)(B)(i) 

Principal brief no more 
than 13,000 words 



No More 12-Point! 

Minn. R. Civ. App. P. 132.01, 
Subdivision 1 
 

… if a proportional font is used, 
printed or typed material 
(including headings and 
footnotes) must appear in at 
least 13-point font. 
 

Fed. R. App. P.  
32(a)(5)(A) 

A proportionally spaced 
face must be 14-point 
or larger. 



Compare … 

12-pt 13-pt 13-pt 14-pt 

Book Antiqua Times New Roman 



INCREASE YOUR  
SIDE MARGIN 

TIP 3 



Court Opinion Margins 



Tablets are Smaller than 8.5” x 11” Pages 



Narrower: Smaller Margins? 



Compare… 

1.3-inch Margin 1-inch Margin 



ELIMINATE (MOSTLY) 
FOOTNOTES 

TIP 4 



Footnotes? 



CREATE EXTRA  
WHITE SPACE 

TIP 5 



Paragraph/Line Spacing 



Compare … 

Book Antiqua 14-pt Times New Roman 12-pt 



Paragraph Options  
In Microsoft Word 



WRITE HEADINGS, SUB-HEADINGS 
AND SUB-SUB-HEADINGS 

TIP 6 



Fact AND  
Argument Sections 



Table of Contents 



USE BULLETS AND LISTS 

TIP 7 





BE SHORT. BE SHORT.  
DID I SAY BE SHORT? 

TIP 8 





USE GRAPHICS 

TIP 9 





FOLLOW THE RULES!!! 

TIP 10 



Board of Immigration Appeals 

Practice Manual Rule 3.3(c)(vii) 



Compare …  



Why? 

• On hearing days, 6-9 cases 
• Often 3 briefs each, opinions and orders from court 

below, addenda 
 
=  up to 1,000 pages per argument section 
 
“Reading that much is a chore; remembering it is even 
harder. You can improve your chances by making your 
briefs typographically superior. It won’t make your 
arguments better, but it will ensure that judges grasp and 
retain your points with less struggle. That’s a valuable 
advantage, which you should seize.”  

Practitioner’s Handbook for Appeals 
to the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Seventh Circuit  
(2017 edition) 



© 2016 ROBINS KAPLAN LLP 60 


	Slide Number 1
	10 Tips to Make Your�Conventional Briefing�Format Appropriate for E-Briefing
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Richard C. Wesley�Second Circuit Court of Appeals
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45
	Slide Number 46
	Slide Number 47
	Slide Number 48
	Slide Number 49
	Slide Number 50
	Slide Number 51
	Slide Number 52
	Slide Number 53
	Slide Number 54
	Slide Number 55
	Slide Number 56
	Slide Number 57
	Slide Number 58
	Slide Number 59
	Slide Number 60

