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•	 All new law – state and federal 
update

•	 Farm-related bankruptcy issues

•	 UCC developments

•	 Farmer-lender mediation issues

•	 Important issues in alternative 
dispute resolution (ADR)

Special  

Location!

Guest Speakers

Dallas Tonsager  
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Under Secretary
Rural Development Initiatives

Congressman Tim Walz 
Minnesota’s First Congressional District
Farm Bill and Policy Issues

Elizabeth Springsteen  
National Agricultural Law Center 
University of Arkansas School of Law
Animal Agriculture:  
Confinement and Identification



8:15 – 9:00 a.m.	 CHECK-IN & CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 

8:30 – 8:55 a.m.

Section Annual Meeting
All members or prospective members of the Agricultural Law Section 
are invited to attend the annual meeting.

 
8:55 – 9:00 a.m.

Welcome & Introduction
–	 Gary L. Hansen, Course Chairperson

9:00 – 9:45 a.m.

Case Law Update:  
A Primer of Recent Appellate Cases 
Stay up-to-date and on the cutting edge without hours of research. 
The annual case law update gives you the most important recent 
developments, in Minnesota, Bankruptcy and Federal Case Law.
–	 Michael S. Dove

9:45 – 10:45 a.m.

Rural Development –  
The Administration’s Rural Development  
Initiatives and Roles for Local Practitioners
–	 USDA Under Secretary Dallas Tonsager 

 
10:45 – 11:00 a.m.	 BREAK

 
11:00 – 11:45 a.m.

Animal Agriculture:  
Confinement and Identification
What is an animal confinement law, why do we need them and who 
wants them? Animal confinement initiatives in Florida, Arizona, Cali-
fornia and Ohio, an overview of legislation from Oregon, Colorado, 
Maine and Michigan. What is animal identification, how is it imple-
mented at both the state and federal levels? What are potential legal 
implications of the programs? Discussion will include Wisconsin, 
Michigan and Indiana statutes as well as federal law.
–	 Elizabeth Springsteen

 
11:45 – 12:00 p.m.	 QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

12:00 – 12:30 p.m.	 LUNCH (provided)

12:30 – 1:00 p.m.

Agricultural Policy Issues
–	 Congressman Tim Walz 
	 Minnesota’s First Congressional District

Schedule
1:00 – 1:30 p.m.

State Legislative Update
–	 Bruce M. Kleven

1:30 – 2:00 p.m. 

Federal Legislative Update
–	 Jeffrey A. Streiffer

 
2:00 – 2:15 p.m.	 BREAK

 
2:15 – 2:45 p.m.

Farm-Related Bankruptcy Issues
An overview of the mechanics of farm bankruptcy (Chapter 12); 
a Minnesota perspective with state law information specific  
to Minnesota farm bankruptcies; a case law update; and an  
opportunity for questions and answers.
–	 Kurt M. Anderson & Brian L. Boysen

2:45 – 3:15 p.m.

Recent Article 9 Developments and  
the Interplay of Statutory Liens in Failing  
Agricultural Operations
What happens with failed operations in Minnesota and Iowa 
with regard to statutory lien issues, who gets what when 
spread-out operations fail – who has priority? Plus an overview 
of intersection issues with bankruptcy and mediation.
–	 Jeffrey A. Peterson

3:15 – 3:45 pm

Famer-Lender Mediation
What is agricultural mediation – keys to making mediation work, 
goals for mediation; frequently mediated issues and current sta-
tistical information about the farmer lender mediation program.
–	 Mary Nell Preisler

3:45 – 4:15 p.m.

Alternative Dispute Resolution
Alternative ADR forms under Rule 114.02; a comparison of Civil 
Law mediation to Farmer-Lender mediation; the different styles 
or forms of mediation; and creativity for success in dispute 
resolution within and outside the Farmer-Lender context.
–	 Daniel A. Gislason

 
4:15 – 4:30 p.m.	 QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Special  

ADDRESS



•	 Gary L. Hansen	
Course Chairperson	
Agribank FCB	
Saint Paul

	 Kurt M. Anderson	
Attorney at Law	
Minneapolis

•	 Brian L. Boysen	
Attorney at Law	
Eden Prairie

•	 Michael S. Dove	
Gislason & Hunter, LLP	
New Ulm

	 Daniel A. Gislason	
Gislason & Hunter, LLP	
New Ulm

•	 Gary L. Hansen	
Agribank FCB	
Saint Paul

	 Bruce M. Kleven	
Attorney at Law	
Minneapolis

•	 Jill E. Krueger	
Farmers Legal Action 
Group	
Saint Paul

•	 Planning committee member

Dallas Tonsager

Dallas Tonsager, Under Secretary Rural Development U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. Prior to joining USDA, Under 
Secretary Tonsager served on the board of directors for 
the Farm Credit System Insurance Corporation and the 
Farm Credit Administration (FCA), which is responsible for 
regulating and examining the Farm Credit System. In 1993, 
then-President Bill Clinton selected Tonsager to serve as 
USDA South Dakota’s state director for Rural Development. 
Tonsager oversaw a diversified portfolio of housing, business 
and infrastructure loans in South Dakota totaling more than 
$100 million. In 1999, he was recognized as one of two 
outstanding state directors. His term concluded in February  
2001. Under Secretary Tonsager took Office in May of 
2009; he grew up on a dairy farm near Oldham, S.D.

U.S. Congressman Tim Walz

U.S. Congressman Tim Walz is currently serving his second 
term representing Minnesota’s First Congressional District. 
He serves on three committees in the House: Agriculture, 
Transportation and Infrastructure, and Veterans Affairs. 
He also is one of nine House Members to serve on the 
Congressional-Executive Commission on China. Tim spent 
24 years in the National Guards; he was born in West Point, 
Nebraska and spent his summers with extended family 
working on their farms.

Elizabeth Springsteen

Elizabeth Springsteen is a Staff Attorney with the National 
Agricultural Law Center with the University of Arkansas 
School of Law. A cum laude graduate of the University of 
Toledo Law School, she was raised on a small family farm in 
Ida, Michigan.

•	 Ken Myers	
Brookings, SD

	 Jeffrey A. Peterson	
Gray Plant Mooty	
Saint Cloud

	 Mary Nell Preisler	
Farmer Lender Mediation	
Bejou

	 Elizabeth Springsteen	
National Agricultural 	
Law Center	
University of Arkansas 	
School of Law	
Fayetteville, AR

	 Jeffrey A. Streiffer	
U.S. Department of 	
Agriculture	
Saint Paul

	 Dallas Tonsager	
USDA Under Secretary	
Washington, DC

	 Congressman Tim Walz	
Minnesota’s First 	
Congressional District	
Mankato
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	 Check here if address below is new.

Name	(first)										          (mi)

	 (last)

Firm

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone

Fax

Email

Attorney License No. (if applicable)

Profession, if non-attorney

Enclosed is $  by:

	Check (payable to Minnesota CLE)

	VISA	 	 MasterCard	 	 Discover	 	 AmEx

Card No.

Expiration

Signature

	 I was first admitted to the bar after April 7, 2007, and  
	 have deducted $60 from the registration fee marked 
	 above.

NEW LAWYER DISCOUNT!

Please “” appropriate box BELOW:

	 $195 MSBA member	

	 $195 paralegal / legal assistant

	 $245 standard rate

	 I have a Minnesota CLE Season PassSM.  
	 Enrolll me at no charge.

	 Pass #

Wednesday, April 7, 2010
Verizon Wireless Center in Mankato

Agricultural  
and  
Rural Law  
Institute

The 19th Annual

[495-10 / vjo]Registration / Order Form

To Register: Mail to:

Minnesota CLE 
2550 University Ave. West 
Suite 160-S 
St. Paul, MN 55114 

DATE & LOCATION
Wednesday, April 7, 2010 
Verizon Wireless Center 
One Civic Center Plaza 
Mankato, Minnesota 

CREDITS
Minnesota CLE is applying to the State Board 
of CLE for 6.5 credits. The maximum number 
of credits attendees may claim is 6.5 credits.

CANCELLATION POLICY /  
NO-SHOW POLICY
Paid registrants who cancel their registra-
tion at least 72 hours before the program will 
receive a full credit on their account; if fewer 
than 72 hours, a $25 administrative fee will be 
deducted. Paid registrants who fail to attend 
will receive the written materials. Passholders 
may purchase the course materials at 50% of 
the full retail price.

ACCOMMODATION
If you have a disability and need an accom-
modation in order to attend, please contact us 
as soon as possible at 2550 University Avenue 
West, Suite 160-S, Saint Paul, MN 55114 or call 
us at 651-227-8266 or 800-759-8840.  

QUESTIONS?
Please call Minnesota CLE at  651-227-8266 or  
800-759-8840 or visit us at www.minncle.org.

Course Information

fax to:

651-227-6262 

go online:

www.minncle.org 

Or call:

651-227-8266 or  
800-759-8840

You can still get the program materials! 

I cannot attend.  
Please send me the following:

	 copy(ies) of the materials at  
	 $80 each. Available 4/14/10.

Cost of book(s)	 $ 

Shipping/Handing	 $ 

Subtotal	 $ 

Tax	 $ 

TOTAL	 $ 

TAX ON SUBTOTAL
Pick the appropriate tax based on 
where the book is received.
Minneapolis, MN.......................... 7.775% 
Saint Paul, MN.............................. 7.625% 
Hennepin Co. (outside Mpls.)...... 7.275% 
Ramsey Co. (outside St. Paul)...... 7.125%
Anoka, Dakota, Washington Co... 7.125%
All other MN................................. 6.875%
Outside MN.................................. exempt

COST OF BOOK(S)	S  & H
$ 25.01 – 50...........................................$6
$50.01 – 75...........................................$7
$75.01 – 100.........................................$8
$100.01 – 150........................................$9
$150.01 – 250......................................$12
$250.01+............................................$15
Expedited shipping available	

Can’t Attend?


